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Geological Characteristics and Application of Sizhou( Cengong)
Inkstone Deposit in Guizhou Province

YAN Cheng—xi

( Guizhou Ceniral Laboratory of Geology and Mineral Resources ,Guiyang 550018 , Guizhou , China)

[ Abstract] The inkstone is one of the “Four treasures of the Study”. It is a precious and practical work of
art carved with exquisite craft. It is an important carrier and cultural product of Chinese traditional culture. The
stone used to make the inkstone is a precious non—metallic ore selected by literati and craftsmen. “Siinkstone” ,
a high—quality ink stone made from Cengong,Guizhou (ancient name Sizhou) ,is one of them. In this paper, it
briefly describes the culture and value of Chinese inkstone, especially Guizhou inkstone. The formation, mineral
and rock characteristics and technological characteristics of the inkstone produced in Sizhou ( Cengong) ,
Guizhou are introduced. This is of certain significance to the mining industry, the promotion of traditional cul-
ture , the service of modern tourism and even the development of local economy and culture.

[ Key Words ] Inkstone ; culture; Sizhou ( Cengong county ); Non — metallic minerals; Geological

features ; Guizhou



